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The distant past
The meadow has probably been a feature of the Overy Mill water management
system since the 8th Century when the mill was built. There may even have been a

mill there in Roman times. Overy Mill was
mentioned in the Domesday Book.

In the 11th Century it became part of the
extensive estates of the Bishop of
Dorchester, who granted ‘a pasture called
Le Hurst’ to the canons of Dorchester
Abbey in the 14th Century. When the
monasteries were dissolved in 1536, it
passed into private hands – Sir Edmund
Ashfield and the Fettiplace family. A record
in 1577 showed that the Cherrill family

farmed and milled at Overy and they continued to be leading farmers in the village for
more than 300 years. Overy Manor was owned by the Davey family from the 16th

century until 1901 and they had a reputation for the excellence of their farming. They
bought the Hurst in 1808. However, some of the Overy fields remained as unenclosed
common land until well into the nineteenth century.

The importance of the water mill
The mill ground corn, grown locally, to produce flour from
which local people made bread and cakes. The energy to
drive the mill came from the flow of the river Thame
diverted into the mill-race at a higher level than the main
river. This can be observed at Buck Pool sluice where
there is a considerable head of water between the river
above the sluice and the pool.

In earlier times, the sluice was probably further upstream,
but Buck Pool dates back to the days when catching eels
was important – the Bishop even accepted eels in
payment of tax. A ‘buck’ is an eel trap like a basket, made
from willow and attached to the sluice.

The meadow was useful as a reservoir for
water when the flow was too high for the
requirements of the mill. A gate could be
opened in the sluice to allow water to flow
down the main river channel, so less went
into the mill-race. In times of flood, the
meadow could contain a very large volume
of water. When the flood water subsided,
the grass and wild flowers grew well and
this made for good grazing (the ‘spring
flush’) for horses who were the main

source of transport and working the fields, and cattle for milk and meat. The whole
system was an excellent example of local sustainability, without the use of fossil


