
Trees and shrubs

Mature oak tree near the river Thame.

English oak
Oak trees were important for the frames and beams of old houses and in
Nelson’s time for building ships. It is a very hard, strong and durable wood. The
gateposts, stile and kissing gate at the entrance to the meadow are made of
‘green’ oak, locally grown. If you visit Dorchester Abbey nearby, the ‘pentice’ (a
lean-to structure) is built entirely of green oak with all the joints made of wooden
pegs, not metal nails or screws.

Oak trees are a popular home for many varieties of wildlife. A mature oak tree
can be host to a hundred or more. Its acorns are a popular food for squirrels and
jays. When an acorn is planted in the garden or a pot of soil, a new oak tree will
grow. Oak trees can go on growing for hundreds of years – “take 300 years
growing, 300 years standing still and 300 years dying”. When cut down, the rings
can be counted, and each one represents a year’s growth. Thicker rings mean a
good growing year. Try counting the rings on the oak seat nearby! When oak is
allowed to dry slowly (seasoned) or heated to dry more quickly (kiln dried) it
makes very good furniture and floorboards. Two English oaks have been planted
in the line of the old hedge, now being restored.


