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razing on the Hurst Water Meadow

Public meeting

A public meeting was held in the village hall on Wednesday 28 April. We were
pleased to meet about 60 guests - villagers and other interested parties.

The Public Meeting gave an opportunity to demonstrate our achievements, explain
how the Trust is financed, answer questions and state our long-term commitment to
mai ntaining the two meadows for the vil

Il n addition, one of the Trralantd. deacheseiths wa
recognise the need to raise further funds, given the uncertainty of owners being
willing to sell at a price we can afford and the timescales involved.

Having listened to the comments
regarding the galvanised steel
gate we had installed when we
purchased Old Bridge Meadow,
we decided to replace it with a
wooden one.

This new hardwood gate has now
been beautifully made and
expertly installed by John Fisher.
It allows a little more room for
wheelchair, fishing and pushchair
access, and gives a better view of
the adjacent bridge.
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We planted some willow saplings along the river, so that there will be more shade
over the water. We learnt through the public meeting that by discouraging water
weed, shade gives a river that is less muddy and has better flow. Along the Thame,
river banks often have many willows and alders.

Educational equipment

An anonymous donation of A500 was recei
and dedicated service to the Trust. This was used to purchase equipment for use
during school visits to the Hurst. The equipment was presented at the public meeting
and a week later received its first trial during a visit by children from Woodcote
Primary School who thought it a great success.

Volunteer working parties

During the year volunteer working parties
carried out many tasks including:

On Old Bridge Meadow: cutting nettles
and thistles to encourage other species,
removing dangerous branches from existing
trees, planting willow saplings, deepening
part of a ditch in the centre of the meadow,
watering the new hedge, and raising the

footpath near the ga- Hedge on Old Bridge Meadow

On Hurst Meadow: removing brambles which were smothering trees on the west
side of the meadow, removing unwanted saplings growing in the scrapes and
removing the fencing from around the scrapes (the wet areas) and from around some
of the more mature trees, and securing the seatingd in addition mowing footpaths
and carrying out litter sweeps.

Education

Over the last school year ten visits were made to the Hurst by local school groups.
Our new bug-hunting equipment was a great success, showing that an impressive
variety of creatures live on the meadow as well as in the water. These visits are free
to schoolsd please contact us for further information.

Wild flowers

March and April saw the white blackthorn scrub like
drifts of snow, with yellow cowslips showing up in
the pasture. Then came the drifts of buttercups, two
species in quick succession, followed by the white
cow parsley and, less than a foot tall, large numbers
of yellow rattle. With the end of May came the white
ox-eye daisies and here and there the pink heads of
ragged robin. June brought the yellow birds' foot
trefoil (favoured food plant of the common blue
butterfly), followed by clumps of knapweed with its e :
purple thistle-like flower heads. Ox-eye daisies
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Most of those species have always been in the
Hurst, but the yellow rattle, ox-eye daisies, ragged
robin, bird's foot trefoil and knapweed are the result
of the Trust's campaign in recent years to
encourage more wild flowers. And there are signs
that some of these species are on the increase,
notably the yellow rattle, the germination of which
must have been improved by the severe winter (the
seed won't germinate unless exposed to freezing
temperatures).

Loddon Lily

I n April the Hurst came up with a botar
Lily. It can be found here and there down the Thames but has not been recorded by
the Thame before.

Entrust Accreditation

It is not all flora and fauna 1 we have passed an audit by Entrust, an important link to
certain grant-giving bodies. Essentially this shows that we follow best practice in how
we operate and that we spend our money well.

Trustees

Jinty Balch and Michael Brookes resigned as trustees during the year. Both have
been enthusiastic in their commitment and expert in their respective areas of property
and engineering. We will miss them greatly. Julia Sargent has joined us as a trustee.
Julia lives in Little Wittenham and has worked with the Northmoor Trust and others on
educational matters. Education is a key part of our work, both informally through
individual visits and formally through school field trips. This latter work also helps to
fund the two meadows.

Mike Southon
Hon. Secretary, on behalf of the Trustees
31 March 2011
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