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The History of the Hurst Water Meadow

1. Introduction¢ location andgeology

The Hurst Water Meadow is an area of lanidsome 18acres situated at SU 565 935 at
Dorchesteron-Thames, Oxfordshirésee Figurel). It is currently owned and managed by
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Figurel: Hurst Water Meadow and Old Bridge Meadow.

the Hurst Water Meadow Trust, a charitaliegansation formed by members of the local
community to buy the meadow in 1996. Part of the meadow lies within thes@uwation
Area of Overy, a hamlet to the east of Dorchester. The Trust owilyshe upper part of the
meadow, the southern portion being in the possession of Mr Morrisbtowever,
throughout this report, the meadow will be considered in its entirefiie remains of fish
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ponds in the gardens of Monks Close, Dorchester, formed part of the same medieval
landscape as The HurseeFigurel).

Buck Pool, in the eastern corner of the site, was traditionally part of the small Buck
Mead, which underwent a different ownership history to that of the Hurst. In 1983 the
Dorchesterby-passintersected this meadoywand Buck Pool and, later, Buck Pool Spinney
what remains of the former Buck Mead on thvestern side of the bypassg came under the
managemenbf the Trust

In 2009, the Trust purchased Old Bridge Meadow, a neai®§&8re site to the south
of the HenleyRoad and the history of this sites alsoconsidered

The Hurst Water Meadowg, chronologyof ownership

1 Late Saxon period 1086: Bishop of Lincoln or Britveca, Ar§iaxon thegn

1 1086¢13977?: Bishop of Lincoln

1 13977%1536:Augustinian Abbey of Dorchestéarmed by tenants later in period

1 1536;1808: Edmund Ashfield of Ewelme and subsequently passing, through marriage,
to the Fettiplace Family. Land probably tenantedabgombination of Davey, Gosford
and Cherrill familiefrom late 16th century

1 1808;1831: William Davey
1 1831 1857: George Davey

1 1857¢1901: Robert Davey/Thomas Taylor (but probably let out to Queenford ,Farm
formerly known as Queensford Mill Farfrom late 1870s)

 1901¢1926: Richard Hatt, Queenford Farm

1 19271950s: Richard Hawken and family: Queenford Fagrazing and hay
1 1950%1980: Richard Whittle

1 1980s: ARC later Hanson Trust

1 1991¢1996: Dorchester Fisheries (1993 sold bottom 5 acres of meadow)

1 1996¢ present: Hurst Water Meadow Trust
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Figure2: The underlying geology.

The drift geology of the site is alluvium, overlying the Northmoor gravel terrace, the
youngest of the four gravel terraces in the upper Thames valley, at roughlyaBove the
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present river level The underlyig rock is Gault Clay, laid down in the lower Cretaceous
period (seeFigure2).

As suggested bthe alluvial geology of the site, the Hurst is now effectively an islet of
the small river ThaméseeFigure2 and Figure3). The Thame meanders in a roughly seuth
westerly direction from its source near Quarendon, Aylesbury, pasgimgugh south
Oxfordshire until its confluence with the River Thames just to the south of the present
settlement of Dorchesteon-Thames. The site itself is cHa®ssed by a number qfalaeo-
channels, undoubtedly mulphase, which will be discussed later in the cohteixmedieval
fisheries and mill managemern the eastern corneof the meadow is the Buck Pool and
Spinney geeFigurel); the mill-race mill-pond, and channel form thesouthernboundary,
whilst the river Thame, with its relict weirs, leatsd possible mill site, forms theorthern
boundary.The meadow is bisected by a public footpath situated on a causeway leading
from the access to the meadow tite end of Manor FarnRoadto Overy Mill(Figure4).

The land is currently laid down to pasture with 3 hectares esmded with wild
flowers.

Figure3: Aerial photograph of Dorchester Abbey with the Hurst in the background,gakn the 1950s. The bgass ani
the Monks Close developments have yet to be buifrom the Dorchester Museum archive.

! Powell (2005p. 81.
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2. Earlyhistory

The land around Dorchestéias been settled for millennia, and at least since the Neolithic
period €. 4000;2200 BC). Because the Hurst is used as pasture and the gravel tesrrace
overlain by alluvial deposits from successive river flooding activity, neviielking or gravel
extraction has taken place. As a result little is known of the earliest occupation, unlike the
large ritual sites to the nortlwest of the current settlement and, to a lesser extent, then

Age Oppidum in the south. It would have fallen outside the wallshed® Roman walled
settlement and, whilst ample RomanBritish artefacts have been recovered from all the
surrounding arable fields, the Hurst has, so far, yielded no information about earlier
occupation as evidenced by the finds map provided by the Oxdbm# Historic
Environment RecordséeAppendixl)

The name itself igenerally considered to bRSNA GSR FNRY (K¥heht R 9y
meaning of hyrst is somewhat ambiguous, somewhere between a hillock and a wood, and is
ASySNrffte dFr1Sy G2 YSIYy Wg22RSR KAffQd ¢KS
hilly counties such as Sussex and Surreyh@slurst is notsited on raisedground, certainly
not in relation to the current settlement or even in relatlon to the known An@txon

F|gure4 Vert|cal aenal photograph of Hurst taken from the east after the intersectiohBuck Mead by the Dorchest
by-pass Source: NMR.

% Gelling & Cole (2000) p. 268\
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habitations, it could be that the name is of a relatively late Saxon griginnotrecognsed

by the earliest Angk®axon migrants as land apprage for arable farming In Middle
Englishhurst RS @St 2 LJISR G2 YSIFyYy WalyRolyl Ay GKS a8
Milford-on-Sea, Hampshire. The drift geologg the Hurstis alluvium but might overlay

some sand and gravel deposits. Inde®&dhur Young in his 183 report A General View of

the Agriculture of OxfordshirdescribesDaweé G& YR | NRPdzy R 52 NOK'S& (i SNJ
Whatever its toponymic development, it would seem likely that the area had been cleared

of some woodland for either pastui meadow use by the late Saxon period.

It is worth noting that there was also a meadow called the Hur&rayton St Leonard
anotherofthe. A aK2LJ 2F [AyO02fyQa K2f RAYaB8rdamdado¥Af S 2
appears in the 1808 Fettiplace Great Sale catalogue and is described as being in the
occupation of Vincent CherrillAs we will see, the Cherrill family were closely linked with
the Hurst in Dorchester. THeraytonStLeonardHurst is also situated in an arc of the river
Thame, close to a potential former mill site (SEgure5). Part of thismeadow was still

\Drayton St Leonardg
%

Former Hurst

o AR , ™ %

Figure5: The Hurst meadow at Drayton St Leonard, Oxfordshire.

% Ibid.
*Young (1813) p. 132.
®DMA, G (1), Sale Catalogue, Lot XII.
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known as the Hurst in the 1841 Tithe AwArout the name appears to have passed out of
use by the end of the fBcentury.

A little further up the Thame we find thlieurst name again, this time as a suffix in the
place name Chippinghursa hamlet in Cuddesdon parish. TME€Hgives the derivation of
GKA& VYIYS | & .\WhekeSs aksmdll thill Heré, buid bneeddgdin there are also
meadows in arcs of the Thame, close to relict weirs and a possible mill site. Whilst it is not
possible to develop this idea further within the context of this history, it seems that there is
an agument for a more detailed study diurstnames along the river Thame, especially as
hurstis a comparatively littleised suffix or place name in Oxfordshire.

In the mid7™ century, Birinus, a papal envoy sent by Pope Honorius |, succeeded in
converting the pagan king of Wessex, Cynegils, who subsequently married the daughter of
the Christian King of Northumbria. An Episcopal See was founded at Dorchester, the place of
Cyneg f aQ ol LIIAAYX YR . ANAyYydzzaz ¢l a YIRS GKS TA
centuries, it appears that a number of other churches were built in Dorchesmter the site
of the present settlement would have grown to support these foundatibns

In the Neolithic and Mesolithic periodsettlementhad been located to the nortiwest
of the Hurst shifting to the south and east duririge IronAge and Roman8ritish periods.
However the establishment of the conjectured first and subsequent Abbey mgkimeant
that the current meadowland moved closer to settlement foci.

The Episcopal See moved to Lincoln by 1070 and, in ##868omesday Book records
that the Bishop of Lincolmeld Dorchester, which was divided into 1bi@les less 10, and
this incuded a mill worth20s, a fisherman worth 30 sticksof eels and meadowland worth
40s. Bricteva¢ a thegn ¢ apparently held 20.5 hides from Lincoln at Dorchester, with
meadows and fisheries worth 22s 8d, 9 stiokeels and 4 mills worth 38s. A further 28.5
hides were held by English Men and others, which included 50a of meHdiis seems to
support the accepted thought that considerable meadowland was being cultivated by the
late Saxon period, possibly providing a keyetus for nucleation of settlemert The
locations of thefive mills are not named but are likely to includ@ueensfordMill (most
probably the mill named as being directly held by the Bishop of Lincoln as it remained part

®OHC, Par89/15/T1 & 2.

"VCH V (accessed onlinehtp://www.british -history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=101883#310

® Leland, Toulmin Smith (ed)906;10)Vol 1, p. 117.

° A hide was a widely recognised unit used to deteertiaxation and military service until the tiZentury. It
related to the area of land that it would take to support a family rather than physical acreage (Penguin
Dictionary of British History, p. 336).

Y9 wadiAa01Q sl a SldAadltSyd G2 FNRBdzyR Hp SSfao

"' Domesday Book, Oxfordshire (1978 edition), 6,9.

Zwilliamson (2003) pp. &$9. Williamson contends that haymaking was an incredibly labutensive
activity, requiring large numbers of labourers working in tandem for periods of a time, and may have
encouragedhomestead kin groups and their overlords to move to nucleated settlements in order to share
equipment and labour.
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of his holdings once the man@iagmented in the 19 century). The site of the present mill

at Overy, with which much dhe | dzNB 0 Qa fF GSNJ KA&ad2NE Aa Ay
mills under the control of Bricteva, along with any settlement that grew up around it.
Archaeological wvey has suggested that one of the mills may have been situated on an
WAAESHIQ Ay (GKS gSaid 2F GKS | dzZNB U (sedélon)SSy (K¢
So far, the location of the other mills has not been establisted an examination of old
cartographic evidence would indicate that there may have been another mill to the south of

what is currently called Bridge End. Also, it is important to remember that these may not
necessarily have been water mills or even, indeed, majaorcgires and mayave left little

evidence in the landscape.

3. Medievalhistory

Although the See had been moved to Lincoln, in 1140 Bishop Alexander founded a new
order of Augustinian Canons and transfertéé nucleus of an estate to the Order, forming
anewmanor.The A aK2LJQ&d K2YS SadrdsS é6Fra FRYAYA&A(HSNB
of the settlement, whilst the new Abbey estate had a demesne farm adjacent to the Abbey
precinct to the north. The Abbey also held widespread land outside the parish.

According to charters of 1146 and 1163, the land transferred to the Abbey included
land once held by Hunfredus the Prigist. Humfrey Mede, Brademera (meadow/pasture)

Figure6: Theearliest known cartographic evidence for Hurst Meadow, the 17Bavismap. Source: COS.
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and a curtilage and croft once belonging to Hundredus (possibly the same pé&t3dme)

estate also included 100a of land and meadow bordering the river extending as far as
Queensford Mill Two mills were includedn this grant and the meadow and pasture
belonging to the mills. We can conjecture that these mills were Overy Mill (described as
WdzELEZNAGBENIQW2 SN 0 KS ONARISQO YR (KS LI2aaAof
Hurst. The first specific mentich¥ ¢ KS | dzNR G O2 Y S Quakoyacrhs r& K I NJi S
@201 G S 02y ey 3aISNNE @A 3IAySl Al adNiEmifEezariang ipsius O NI &
epi inacquis Thamis et Thamestre& & or & acres of land called Conyngeffermer rabbit
warrellay R wn | ONBa 2F LI &adGddzNB OFff SR W[ S | dz2N&
Thames and ThamestrerfheHowever, it should be remembered thgtantsof this nature

were often retrospectiveand the actual transfer could have taken place some considerable

time earlier(see alsd-igureb).

The Overymills

The Hurst is crossed by a number of extant and relict channels, some of which undoubtedly
relate to the two mills that operated on the Tham@&ater corn millsare drivenby an often
complex water management system. A new channel has tdilerted from a river, either

by digging a new channel canalisingan existing stream and placing a weir on the existing
stream, forcing some of the flow down the new channel. A dam is then created above the
mill, and wateris forced down the milkace and wheel, thereby operating the machinery in

the mill alongside. In practice, métreams require relief leats or channels to take excess

Figure7: Overy Mill in1907.From DMA.

¥VCH V|Ip. 46.
Y NA,Patent Roll 20 Ric 2 p2 m17 (1397)
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